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In keeping with the life and
teachings of Christ Jesus, \
joyfully and unconditionally
welcome all people of any
age, gender, race, culture,
ability, or sexual orientation
into our community of faith
and affirm the worth of all

Volume 1, Issue 6 February 2010

Lent begins this month with our inter- (and often calling attention t
generationaBhrove Tuesdaycelebra- themselves as they practice
tion with pancakes, funny hats and cosit!), or jettisoning it alto-
tumes on a Mardi Gras theme, and a gether, saying, “I don’t neec
brief service to help us transition into ato earn God’s love through
Ash Wednesday frame of mind. It's  works!”

TuesdayFebruary 16, starting at
5:30 p.m.

Ve

Rev. Rick King
Senior Pastor

In the 2¢ century, liberal Protestant and
Catholic Christians reappropriated the tradi

In my experience, most church people tional Lenten disciplines (prayer, fasting and
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people as unique individual
made in God's image. We

gre
open to the special gifts th\%

each person brings and in
each one to participate in tk
life of our church.
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(myself included) have a kind of am-  @lmsgiving) to have a justice focus, praying
bivalent relationship with Lent. Histori-for the coming of God's shalom, going with-
cally, of course, the six-week period of Out certain foods in order to identify with the
Lent was the time for preparing new hungry, poor, and homeless, and adopting 4

converts to Christianity for baptism. ~ discipline of giving to a hunger or poverty-
related charity as the almsgiving practice.

te
e

With the centuries, though, it evolved
into a period of legalistic self-denial, ~ This year, | want to invite you to consider
and so Christians developed a love-hatedopting a spiritual practice, whether it's on
relationship with it, either adopting a  ©f these three (or some combination of then

rigorous, ascetic way of practicing it

E

(Continued on page 4
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Don’t miss this family-friendly event, a great opporturigy a night out with your
friends and neighbors, and helping a good cause. Ticketscarieed for the buffet din-
ner. Drinks will be available for purchase through thenploouse wait staff.ickets are
limited - purchase them before the day of the event ichbech office!

When: Monday,February 8, from 4-8pm

Where: Red Zone athe Pumphouse Brewe($40 Main St.)

Cost: $10 adults - kids under 12 eat free

Tickets: At the Pumphouse Brewery or the church office: (303) 776-4940

The 2nd annual Biloxi Bash is a major fund-raiser ier 2010 Biloxi Mission Trip to
rebuild houses in Biloxi, Mississippi in the wake of Huaine Katrina in 2005.

Inquiry Classes ScheduledAll interested friends and visitors are invited to tearore
about FCUCC. JoiRev. Rick King and other church leaders &®b. 7, at 11:30 a.m.

for lunch in Fellowship Hall, and drebruary 14 and21at 9 a.m.




Theme Scripture
Luke 5:1-11

1 Cor. 13:1-13

Feb. 7: “Into the Deep”

Feb. 14: “Love Multiplied”
Valentine Jazz Sunday

Feb. 21: “Wilderness Companions” Luke 4:1-13
Feb. 28:“Strong and Tender” Luke 13:31-3b

8 9 1 : ]

JoinSara Weathermanon Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in
Room 10 for discussions around the lectionary text
from Luke and 1 Corinthians.
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Yes, it's “All About Love” on Valentine
Jazz Sundaysebruary 14 at 10:15 a.m.
Mark your calendar and bring your friends.
Participants include the First Congregational UCC Choir,
directed byChris Tate, and several soloists. The service V
feature theBill Jacques Quartetwith Bill at the pianoRob
Tate on drumsRoger Topliff on clarinet and tenor saxo-
phone, andRoger Johnson bass. The two “Rogers” are nd
faces to Jazz Sunday and bring with them many years o}
perience playing jazz in the Denver-Boulder area.

vill
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Bill has planned an upbeat program including music fron
American Song Book and jazz arrangements of music fi
Broadway Musicals as well as some classic love songa §
hymn or two. Featured soloists will inclu@endy Piller,

Laurie Moore, Claire Sandford, Warren Franz, Christine

(Continued from page 1)
or one of the many Christian spiritual practices avalil

able, as what Samuel Shoemaker, an Episcopal pri¢

NYC during the 1950s, called “an experiment of
faith.” Shoemaker worked especially with alcoholicg
and drug addicts, and many of them were atheists o
agnostics, who nevertheless had run out of options
needed to adopt a new basis for living their lives. W
he invited them to do was to trust some portion of th
lives to the practice of prayer, or scripture, or meditg
tion, or to a God of their own understanding (“as mu
of God as you believe in” is the way he put it) for a S
period, six weeks, six months, what have you—and
after that period of experimentation, review how that
area in their lives was going. If there was no chang
they could go back to the way things were. If there
a change, then they could keep doing what they we
doing. The choice was up to them.

Maybe you and | can benefit from “an experiment o
faith.” Try trusting an area of your life for the six

weeks of Lent (whether it's something easily identifi
able and concrete, like substances, or behaviors, or
something like your relationship with your partner, o
another person in your life—anything, really, where
see a need for change), and see what happens.

What have you and | got to lose?

(We might even be able to say, at some point in the

Voss, Arnold Turner, Chris andRob Tate, andPastor

Rick. There will be a special arrangement of the old jazz
H tune, “The PreacherPlease join us for this very special
event!

r

| nd 3 ##

hat Servant or Sucker?
eir Wise and Compassionate Ways to Help the Poor
-Join leadergohn RostykusandEdwina Salazar in the
cH-ireside Room beginningeb. 7.
eintroduction: We've all been there. Someone, obviously
thePEr or homeless, approaches you and asks for money. What
do you do? Do you give money knowing the person may use
» it to buy drugs or alcohol or do you say “no” or even ignore
wile person as you walk by? No one wants to be a sucker in
ethese situations, but at the same time, Jesus’ call patie!

poor echoes in our hearts and minds.

f The five-session, small-group DVD-based study hosted by
theRev. Beth Lindsay Templeton helps viewers discern
appropriate, Christ-centered actions for addressing powarty

a personal or organizational level. It features realiigpov-

- erty, including the concepts of time, relationships, money and
yd@lues; a “poverty tour”; interviews with those who are
homeless or poor; interviews with those who have helped
and/or have been suckered; and steps you can take to be an
effective servant without getting suckered.

RS homework or associated book - just show up and partici-

few weeks, “Happy Lent!")

pate on any of the five Sundays at 9 a.m.
2



# 5 (Continued from page 1)
This year's bash at the Pumphouse from 4-8 p.m. will include

Shrimp Boll, served buffet style

Photographs of Katrina's impact on the Gulf Coast
Music from the Gulf Coast

Opportunities to learn more about how you can help

A large percent of the profit from ticket and drink saéesyvell as freewill donations, will
be used to help defray the costs of staying and workingaxiBor a week.

This year's trip is organized through th€C Back Bay Missionwhich combine funding
for materials with volunteer work camps to rebuild fesufor the poor and marginalized
and around Biloxi. Thank you for your support!

>'9
Watercolor Paintings by First Congregational UCC member,
Marilyn Decker
I have been interested in art since an early age.rtumigtely, a
high school art teacher was not encouraging, so | never pursiied ar
in college. On my own, with my dad’s encouragement, | tqok
oil painting at home and immediately loved it. Early pairging
were often painted with a palette knife. At some padinas ex-
posed to watercolor and thought | would try that. | lotred even
more than painting with oils. While raising two daughtérs
painted off and on for many years in upstate NY, particularly
favoring barns in landscapes. My favorite teacher duhinge
years was Paul Elliott in Binghamton, NY.

After moving to Colorado, | found that painting with wators presented even more challenges since the dry climate
causes the paints to dry much faster than in humid Xek State. However, | have persisted and enjoy thetapeity
of watercolor painting.

One of my joys is painting with my children and grandchiidifeassing on wisdom, often learned through trial and r-
ror, is part of the cycle of life, Seeing their intérasd sharing with them is truly rewarding.

| would say that | am a full-time dreamer and a piane painter even though painting is something that | musisdo
opposed to something that | do only for fun. However, | lmaaay other interests, such as: wife, mother, grandmother
volunteer, peace activist, environmentalist, creative wictesral singer, traveler and sports car lover. Itwsags a bal-
ancing act to keep enough painting in my life and still pursy@ther interests and responsibilities.

3) = $'9 4 $ ',
"The Lunch Bunch" meets in Room 10 on Tuesdays at nogm .

with a sack lunch and at 12:30 - 2 p.m. for study. Comiipiri | | 1€!P! Please look to see if you have any books of
February—the discussion ®he Misunderstood JEW: the | | videos that may have followed you home.
Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesg Amy-Jill Le-
vine, Professor of New Testament Studies at Vanderbikt UJ
versity Divinity School. Books are available for purchase.

Call Julie Nosekat 303-485-2470.

—

Help them return to our shelves so
that others may borrow them.
Thanks!

=i
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The congregation adopted a balanced budget of $377,761 for 2010eeted effficers and committee members for
boards and ministries for the coming yesteve Hendersons the new moderator aftiwin Salazaris now moderator
-elect.John Rostykus past moderator, will also be the treasurer for CabiBeard and ministry chairs for 2010 in-
cludeMarcia Silkensen(Christian Education),inda Tate (Congregational CareJennifer Bircher (Growth), Karen
andDavid Jaeger(Missions),Teddy Hampton (Personnel)Charles Kamenides(Trustees)Marilyn Decker (PJWE),
andKen Voss(Worship).Juanita Hall was elected financial secretary. The Endowment Policyalso adopted. Wor-
ship celebrating God at work in our church followed then® meeting. Thanks to all the members who served on the
boards and ministries through 2009. Thanks alddike Holdaway for his work on the Endowment Policy and the
modification including socially responsible investing.

- @ = A
Being good stewards of our relationships with one another

“We belong to God; we belong to one another. In his bRelkching OutHenri Nouwen

tells of a reunion with a former student, an experienaergvealed to him the meaning of
community:

‘It is the Christ in you, who recognizes the Christ in.me From now on, wher-
ever you go, or wherever | go, all the ground between ud&iholy ground.’

“During February, let us walk on holy ground, practicing #dical hospitality Jesus modeled. Starting with our mgst
personal and intimate relationships and moving through expandohgsc- of friends, relations, church family, co-
workers, and others with whom we come in contact — [maysgé spiritual practices of forgiveness, reconciliation,
justice, openness, honesty, hospitality, shaping communities us] widen our circle, reaching out to unknown
neighbors through local and ecumenical service organizatimh&/CC programs and networks.”

Later this February, members of our church will practiesvardship of relationships by working along with others {o
provide housing for “unknown neighbors” in Biloxi, Mississipphaare still recovering from damage suffered in
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005. As we recognize thiesidh each other, whether in Longmont or in Biloxi, we
will be on holy ground.

(The paragraphs quoted above are taken from the resource3teskatds in the Household of God,” which has begn
used for the past two years as our church has learnedraidistit stewardship.)

The Stewardship Ministry

‘- 65
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Game Night—At 6 p.m. onFeb. 6 at the Muller’s. Call 303-776-4649. e o
Biloxi Shrimp Boil—From 4 to 8 p.m. ofreb. 8at the Pumphouse. Tickets at the church office.
The Now of Storytelling- At 4:30 p.m. orlFeb. 14in the Fireside Room with Janelle Combelic.

Shrove Tuesday— At 5:30 p.m. orFeb. 16pancakes & games followed by a service of ashes to Is¢asetison of
Lent.

Friday Night Movies—At 7 p.m. onFeb. 26at the Deckers’ home. Call 303-774-9597.

Beverage and Brats—A men’s fellowship gathering at 6 p.m. Beb. 24at the home of Doug Clayton and Kathy
Simon, 1210 Milner Lane in Longmont. Please call Doug at 303-772-2593.
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Prayers for the Family and Friends of those Grieving the bss of Loved Ones
Karen Henderson’s mothet]ara Weir (December 28).
John Zavala’s fathedoe Zavala(January 7).

Elma Philips, a member of First Congregational UCC for 47 years vefe of Earl,
died on January 15. Her funeral led by Rev. Rick King wag dvelJanuary 19 in our
Sanctuary.

Healing Prayers

Karyn, AJ Fuentes, Pauline Hart, Nadine Henry, Angie Hbldaway, BobandCarol Kraft, Janet andJerry
Mahlman, Ethel Marshall, Nick Meier, Anita Seitz (Laurie Moore’s mother)Jackie PetersenJoelle Porter’s
mother Marge Rehwoldt, Rudy Salazar, Mr.andMrs. Santos(Lina Zavala’s parentsBeulah Spencer, Helen
Stroh, Leonard Utz, andRobin Weir.

Thank You

Thank you all for the cards, prayers and phone calls durigglifficult time in the passing of my father, fatherlanv
and grandfather. We appreciate your thoughts and kindness ar@dadthhelp we will move on.

—John, LinaandMatthew Zavala

Happy Birthday to ...
Albert Gunning (93) on Feb. 17Bob Holub (91) on Feb. 20, arduth Yost (92) on March 3.

Baptism

Austin Dean Sieckmann son ofDirk Sieckmann andTiffany Sewell, was baptized on January 10 during the worship
service. Godparents and also grandparents of Austireange andGwen SieckmannandJohn andDonna Sewell

, >+ 9

This year's theme is “Prayer” for our annual Lenten Dieval Booklet. Email your one-page article with title and
scripture toMarilyn Decker marilyndecker@comcast.net give her your written document. Samples are available in
the church office of past years’ bookldisie date is the first week of Februaryso they will be ready folsh
Wednesday, February 17 the beginning of Lent.

To send a request for prayers email the Prayer Minisatyerministry@ucclongmont.arg

$

If you are longing for time to think, pray, journal, or sigplt you may use the Chapel on Sunday mornings at 9 &.m.
No leader—just a quiet time for reflection.

For Rick's sermons online see the church web site under Happ&@nmonswww.ucclongmont.org/what/sermans
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Nursery—~For children ages 3 and under.
Pre-schoolers—For 3-5 year olds.

Kindergarten - 7th grade learners are participating in
the Moses musical.

Youth Conversation Group (grades 8-12)

In March attending worship in several other traditions
under the leadership of Sean and Jessica Harrell.

Clhilldren’s Worsfip

4 years oldshave their own worship, story, singing an
craft time after the Children’s Time during the worshig
service.

Grades K-7 continue learning about the Exodus and
working on “Moses and the Freedom Fanatics.”

=

Children and Youth Ministry

V0K 750 oy

Summer Mission Trip iduly 6-10, to

Western Regional Youth Event Billings, Montana.
Theme: "Reach Beyond the Big Sky." We will travel with
other Rocky Mountain Conference (RMC) Youth. The co
is $425 ($100 due biyebruary 10). Our church will raise
most of this amount—the $100 will hold your place. Fees
include food, lodging, program and transportation.

It's open to youth who will be entering the 7th grade in th
fall of 2010 through graduating seniors of 2010. The eve
includes service projects, worship, workshops, and seve
keynote speakers, in addition to exploring the big sky co
try of Montana. Put it on your summer calendar now. S
Sara to sign up—deposit checks are made to RMC.

U)

so"pe’ Bow, o”efiﬂg On Super Bowl Sunday,

Feb. 7, our youth join youth around the world in collectt”

ing money and food items for those who have little. Th
movement has been going for 20 years raising more t
$60 million for local charities. We have made a major
contribution toward relief work in Haiti - and folks in
Longmont still struggle, too. Those of us who have
coins in our pockets can make a difference. "Lord, as
enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to be min
ful of those without even a bowl of soup to eat. Amen"|
Thanks to th&napping Turtles Sunday School class

for participating in Souper Bowl Sunday!

WU@ @@Iﬁﬁ?ﬁ)@ Now twice its previous 53
size - meets on Sundays at 6 p.m. in the

Chapel under the direction of Tony Porter. This gro
is open to youth and adults, and it is not necessary
be a virtuoso! Want to get on the "band" wagon? T

up

La Foret Camp & Retreat Dates

MADD Camp (grades 9-12)June 27 - July 3
is Grandparent and Me Camguly 8-10

nan Explorer (grades 4-6), Voyager Music (grades 6-8) §
Contemplative Life (Adult) July 11-17

Voyager (grades 7-8)uly 18-24
May 15 is early bird registration deadline at rmcucc.org.
dRocky Mountain Conference Spring Youth Retreats:
Middle School (grades 6-8jarch 19-21
High School (grades 9-12pril 16-18

nd

Pioneer (grades 2-4), Explorer Music (grades 4-6) and

Hoses and theFreedom Faafis Updafe

to Tony at 303-772-7498. The Combo’s getting rea W

for the “Moses” musical on Sundawyiarch 7.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

OnFeb. 16 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall (still lookin
for pancake flippers!) followed by Mardi Gras Carni
val Fun. In addition to games & masks, we’ll make
necklaces for the Biloxi Mission Trip Team! A brief
service of ashes concludes the evening at 7:15 p.n
we enter the Season of Lent.

S
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well in fact that it has been suggested that we neée "fa

weat" for the presentation! Be sure thitsrch 7 is on your

lebrating Passover at his last supper, re-enduaéing t

olved in the musical, please feel free to help yourself!

6

Twenty-six children and 15 adults are actively involved every
unday morning learning music, dances, cheers, frog hopping,
td')nsect sound effects, solos and lines! (And that doesaltt
i"geople making costumes and contributing behind the scenes!)
gWve are learning the story of the Hebrew slaves in Eggpt, s

calendar. Tony Porter has arranged an overture for the @omb
to play. And yes, Communion will be served. After alsuke
[ was ce

Exodus story at core of his heritage, and ours.

Family Conversation Bookletsbased on "Moses" are avail-
. akle outside Sara's office door. If you want one but aren't i
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Imagine a world of talking tigers and wise old womerpraficesses
locked in towers, of winged serpents and crafty coyotes.i$ the world
of the traditional story, lodged deep in our human psychemifennia
people have gathered around campfires and hearths totdsttories.

Now imagine a middle-aged American woman magically drojpmued
this world — in the idyllic setting of an English villaget $n the rolling
green hills of Sussex among lush farms and the forestmfig/the-
Pooh!

That's what happened to me last fall. I had the miracdtwuse to at- -DQHOOH ZLWXKHV+HOTEHQ) ¥ XR!
tend a three-month storytelling course at Emerson Cailegerest Row,
about 40 miles southeast of London. Entitled “The Now of &binyg,” the course focused on craft, oral tradition, and
personal stories. It had a firm spiritual foundation amgleasized personal authenticity. There were 24 studentsaftpm
over the world, aged 20 to 67. We sang songs, played gantestaoés, laughed, cried, danced, shared secrets, tal
more stories. Needless to say, | had a ball.

Please join me for my first-ever public performance! Casten to stories about my time in England interspersgd w
traditional tales, songs, and poems. The performariteake place in three parts, one hour in the late afternadhe
second Sunday of each mont&0 p.m in the Fireside Room drebruary 14, March 14, andApril 11.

Kitchen Volunteers Needed!
Thank You to... - Sign the Friendship Pad during
All those who donated to the OGHS-Haiti fund. We the worship services or call the

collected $2,451. (OGHS—One Great Hour of Sharing)Church Office if you can help:
To the Empty Bowls participants! Thanks to Bonnie " Shrove Tuesday Pancake Suppeeb. 16

Kueffner, Sara Weatherman, and the Board of Missions-  Easter BreakfastApril 4
for sponsoring the lunch supporting the community evient.

Biblical Faith and Ecological Hope:
Rethinking Theology for the Healing of Creation Please buy Grocery Cards!

SaturdayFebruary 13 from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Washington Park UCC, 400 He!p SUPE’ON the church budget
South Williams St. in Denver. Coffee, tea and snadkde provided. Please while you're shopping at Safewa

bring your own lunch. and King Soopers.
R )
W|N|WH ]
|| []
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Cards are availabl&
The three presentations sessions \afiey Do We Need to Rethink Our Theolog\¢ier church on

Our Place and Purpose in Creaticaind The Challenge for Churches Sundays and in the

Email ministry@eco-justice.orgr call 303-715-3873. If you can't be here for fpeffice.
whole time, you are welcome to come for one or two of theiges.

Empty Bowls Dinner —"Feeding the Hungry in our Community - a Benefit for the OUR Center"

The next Empty Bowls event is on Saturdstyarch 20, from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Longmont High ScHool.
2009,thousand®f people helped support the OUR Center via the Sixth AriErugky Bowls Dinner! Over 700
people enjoyed soup, bread, and dessert from 22 vendors amnthibr af over 1,000 who donated bowls from artists,
schools, churches, businesses, youth groups, and individualshu@ared plus volunteers made it happen! For morje
details see the OUR Center web siteiw.ourcenter.org/events call Elaine at 303-772-5529 elaine@ourcenter.org

7
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Sunday Worship Schedule
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6 'B" % #% Education Hour for all ages : 9:00 a.m.
$‘5,’*é#“§#?” Worship Service and Children’s Worship: 10:15 a.m.
2008 % # % Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m. Communion: First Sunday of eachhmont
CRVE - (Baait Church Office Hours:

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (M—Th) 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Friday)

Senior Minister:
Reverend Rick King (rking@ucclongmont.org)
Assoc. Minister for CE & Youth:
Sara Weatherman(sweatherman@ucclongmont.org)
Business Manager:Denise Ermentraut (dermentraut@ucclongmont.org)
Administrative Assistant: Kathy Henry (khenry@ucclongmont.org)
Facilities Manager: Bill Ermentraut (bermentraut@ucclong.org)
Courier Editor: Marcia Silkensen (couriered@ucclongmont.org)
Choir Director : Chris Tate (ctate@ucclongmont.org)
Organist: Robert Tate rtate@ucclongmont.org)
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Feb. 8: Biloxi Bash at the Pumphouse
Feb. 14: Jazz Sunday

Feb. 16: Shrove Tuesday
Feb. 21-28 : Biloxi Mission Trip

1 2 3 4 5 6
7:00P Disciple 10:00A Staff 10:30A PIJWE
12:00P Study 6:00P Worship Bd
6:00P Game
7:00P Lect. Study 7:15P Choir Night
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:00A “S t iloxi 10:00A Staff
Ssenantor I 6:00P C.E. Board
Sucker” class 4:00P—8:00P 12:00P Study )
10:15 Souper Bowl 6:30P Trustees )
Offering 7:00P Disciple 7:00P Lect. Study 7:15P Choir
11:30 Inquiry Lunch Summer Youth
14 Q 15 16 shrove Tuesdayf 17 18 19 20
9:00A Inquiry . ) .
1015A Jazz President’'s Day [ 12:00P Study Ash Wednesday Courier Deadline
' ) 2:00P Stewardship

Sunday| office Closed 7:00P Lay Clergy | 7:00P Cabinet 7:15P Choir
4:30P Storytelling | 7:00P Disciple 5:30P Pancakes
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:00A Inquiry 10:00A Staff
12:00P EYE Team 12:00P Study

6:00P Bev & Brat | 7:15P Choir 7:00P Movies
Biloxi Mission Trip | 7:00P Disciple 7:00P Lect. Study | 7:00P Missions
Feb. 21—28

28

Looking Ahead to Worship Services:

March 7: Moses and the Freedom Fanatics Musical

March 21: Choir Cantata
March 28: Palm Sunday

April 4: Easter Sunday
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