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In keeping with the life and
teachings of Christ Jesus, \
joyfully and unconditionally
welcome all people of any
age, gender, race, culture,
ability, or sexual orientation
into our community of faith
and affirm the worth of all
people as unique individual

made in God's image. We qre

open to the special gifts tha
each person brings and inv
each one to participate in tk
life of our church.
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Many of us at FCUCC have an ambivaSo this year, Sara and | hav
lent view of the cross, for at least two chosen to emphasize
reasons: 1. It's been so sentimentalizediberation as a way to see

in hymns and popular devotional litera-what God has accomplishe
ture that it's lost its power and become #arough Christ on the cross,
cliché of the Christian Right; and 2. Therou'll hear me preaching in
suffering it symbolizes has been used teermons on what we are liberafeaim, what
excuse and even bless violence. we are freedor, and how liberation happens
in human life, both in the Christian story of
resurrection and the Exodus, the liberation

Ve

Rev. Rick King
Senior Pastor

So when Lent comes around with its
traditional emphasis on the suffering of
Christ, our spiritual lives can sometime
have a gap that only the Holy-Week-an
-Easter part of the Jesus story can The key is, liberation is about a kind of

fill. We are liable not to know what to "crossing" —whether it's Israel crossing the
say or do when the inevitable scripture Red Sea to freedom, or you and me crossin
passages of this season come around omer into a new life as we discern Christ's w
Sundays. seek social justice, and discover the holy in

. Lo
And yet, the cross is a vital part of a midst of it all

Christian spirituality.
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(Continued on page 4

Twenty-five children in kindergarten through 7th grade Hazeen working with Sara
Weatherman and many leaders and musicians to get redthg foresentation of “Moses
and the Freedom Fanatics” since December when try-outisfenajor singing parts
were held. Each Sunday during Sunday school and Childrer’shifddhe singing of the
children, Julie Graf-Frye's piano and Amy Weathermahiteffilled the hallway with
music. Thanks to all the leaders, costume fitters tamad for working so hard to bring
us this special Sunday of music which includes the Combolbdrx Tony Porter.
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Special free, lunchtime presentation sponsoreBFyAG Boulder County, to be held
at First Congregational United Church of Christ, 1500 INf&tenue, Longmont, on

Wednesday, March 3at 12:15.
(Continued on page 1

story that we share with our Jewish sisters §nd

¢
Ay,

lthe




& 45 6 17

Theme Scripture
“Moses and the Freedom Fanatics” Music

Luke 15:1-3,
11b-32

March 7:

March 14: “Embracing Love”
New members welcomed.

March 21: “Song of the Shadows”

Isaiah 43:16-21

$

Photographs
By Jon Clarke andAmy Weinstein
Local volunteer photographers
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The Peace, Justice and Whole Earth Ministry (PJWE
invites you to learn more about poverty and homeles

5)

bS-

Choir Cantata

Palm Sunday March 28:“Into Jerusalem’
Children process with palms.

ness here in Longmont and the community effort that is

forming to address their situations.

Visit the Fireside Room to reflect on “The Faces of

Luke 19:28-40

Maundy Thursday, April 1
5:30 p.m. Seder Service & Potluck in Fellowship

Easter Sunday, April 4:“Resurrection Joy”
8:30 a.m.—Easter Breakfast & Early Service
10:15 a.m.—Choir & Communion in Sanctuary

Annual Easter Egg Hunt follows the worship service

(Continued from page 1)

March 7, during worship at 10:15, we'll experience t
Exodus story through "Moses and the Freedom
Fanatics," a musical produced by our Sunday Schog
and directed byara Weatherman with assistance
from a whole host of other adults.

This year, orApril 1, our Maundy Thursday worship
will be aSeder, the Passover meal that the Israelites
first ate on the night God liberated them from slaver
Egypt, and the meal Jesus was celebrating with his
twelve disciples in that upper room on the night befd
he died. He transformed it into what we now know &

the Lord's Supper or Communion, but it has its rootg in

the Passover Seder. Our "coach" is Susan Scruggs
the Shabbat group that meets monthly at our
church. Thanks, Susan! (See the Holy Week scheg
in this issue of th€ourier for all Holy Week and Easts
service times and locations.)

Easter is our own Exodus experience. It births liber
tion, the freedom from the various slaveries in our
lives. As we journey through the season of Lent to-
gether, may it be a journey of liberation!

—

Poverty” display and learn more about the Longmon
Housing Opportunities Team (LHOT) and the plan t

H end homelessness in Longmont.

LHOT commissioned this exhibit to educate the cor
munity on homelessness and give a face to those in
community that are living without a home, so they a
not forgotten or ignored.
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March 7—Janet Walker-Readywill speak on the Hous-

ing First model and its successestifollow-up to theSer-

vant or Sucker? Wise and Compassionate Ways to

Help the Poorclass.

March 14, 21, 28 -Spring Celebrations of Many Faiths
Have you ever wondered why we celebrate the resurrection
of Jesus with chocolate bunnies and colorful eggs? Have you
/ er wondered why Easter is on a different day every?year

Or why Orthodox Easter is on a different day than our
"Easter? Join leadétarina Doyle for an examination of
ls_spring celebrations, including pagan rituals, Passover,uHind

"And Buddhist customs, and things you never knew about
aster.
April 4—Easter Sunday
uItégaster breakfast and early service for all ages liowship
""Hall at 8:30 a.m. No adult education this Sunday.
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JoinSara Weathermanon Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in Room 1(
for discussions around the lectionary texts from Luke ang
Isaiah.




The First Congregational United Church of Christ chaieated by Chris Tate will present the annual Eastetafaon
March 21. Please invite your friends to this year’s presentationosdph Martin's “Song of the Shadows.”

For more information on the choir calendar and a weeklyeam list sedttp://uccchoir.weebly.com/

Looking ahead: Gospel SundayMsy 16 with the choir’s last Sunday of the church yeaMay 23. Guest vocal and
instrumental special music performances are schedudedviay 30 to September 5.
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Thanks to the First Congregational UCC Choir memizirsctor Chris Tate, soloists, and thBill
Jacques Quartet(Bill at the pianoRob Tate on drumsRoger Topliff on clarinet and tenor saxophone
andRoger Johnson bass). Featured soloists inclu@®ddy Piller, Laurie Moore, Claire Sandford,
Warren Franz, Christine Voss, Arnold Turner, Chris andRob Tate andPastor Rick.

Jazz Sunday is available for downloading, but it is a Igt@& Mb) file and may take an hour. See
the church web site under Happenings/Sermansv.ucclongmont.org/what/sermofar February 14, 2010.

“My name is Tim Ellis. | was born in Fort Scott, Kaas, and at
an early age moved with my parents to New Orleanssl wa

raised in the Crescent City and steeped in spicy soutuure
where | learned the art of Photography. I'm married ave A

children. Just before Hurricane Katrina raised the floo@nsat
that ravaged New Orleans and our home, we evacuatemhtp |
mont, Colorado, where we now live and photograph the peg
and treasures of this area.”

Tl e Tim's photograph of “Chartres Street ” is featuretbHt
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Beginning mid-April or early May, there will be an oppority for a | | Listen to stories aboutanelle Combelic’s
group to gather at the church during the day for a tinpaiat to- time in England interspersed with traditiona

gether. Experienced and beginners are welcoaeilyn Decker will | | tales, songs, and poems. Parts two and thre

coordinate the group and give beginning watercolor lessortsdse | [ are on the second Sundays of each month
interested. Instruction fees will be waived in favbdonations to the | 4:30 p.m in the Fireside Room diarch 14
OUR Center. Please contact Marilyn at 303-774-9547 if istede | | andApril 11.
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“The Lunch Bunch" meets in Room 10 on Tuesdays at nognHelp! Please look to see if you hay,
with a sack lunch and at 12:30 - 2 p.m. for study. Comgnin | | 3ny books or videos that may have |\ « ¢
March—the discussion dthe Misunderstood JEW: the

Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesing Amy-Jill Le-
vine, Professor of New Testament Studies at Vanderbik Ui
versity Divinity School. Books are available for purchase. | |that others may borrow them. '

followed you home.
Help them return to our shelves so

=i

Call Julie Nosekat 303-485-2470. Thanks!
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The new Cabinet met for the first time in February with maide Steve Henderson
and many new board chairs and representatives. Stpietused at right (honoring
past-moderatadohn Rostykug preparing for his first Sunday of announcements and
welcoming members and friends to the worship servicennalg.

The following identity statement was approved for usedisclssion by each board:

“We gather as God's people to discern Christ's way,
seek social justice,
and discover the holy.”

On SaturdayApril 10, with the help of the Rocky Mountain Conference there will
be a morning work session including a church assessmewéallby an afternoon
meeting for the boards to work together on our common mission

?650: 7 " 5%

In alignment with their mission statement, Peace, disind Whole Earth Ministry recently prepared a lett&ong-
mont's City Council. The letter was read to the cogatien, 51 signatures were obtained, and then the lettareads
before the City Council. An excerpt from the letter:

In keeping with the mission statement of the Peacecéusmtid Whole Earth Ministry of First Congregational
United Church of Christ, we wish to urge that the lamdazinding Union Reservoir in Longmont be exempt
from such heavy usage as proposed by Heaven Fest and theKavent.

The letter included the full PIWE Mission statement.e&oerpt follows:

Knowing that future generations depend upon us, we seek opp@dunitinake a significant impact
and difference on social and environmental issues in the,letaech, community, state and world
through education, worship, and specific projects.

For information on PJWE Ministryhttp://www.ucclongmont.org/outreach/peace-justice-and-whatdreministry
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Twenty-one members and friends of our Congregation spentdéle of Feb. 21-28 in Biloxi,
Mississippi, rebuilding houses damaged by Hurricane Katni2®05. The team members
included:Clay, Don, andRuss Alspaugh, JimandJoAnn Bell, Max Broyles, JeffandLysa
Burianek, Pat andRyan Burke, John Caldwell, DavidandKaren Jaeger, GaryandVicki
Kinzie, Judy Miller, John andMarian Parsons, Jenifer ReynoldsandJohnandPhyllis
Rostykus. SundayApril 11, is "Biloxi Sunday" with the team leading worship, shgrstories
and reflections from their experience. Thanks to the t&aaall for supporting this outreach project - we arera-c
munity rebuilding community.

/ 1'11 !
Game Night—At 6 p.m. onMarch 6 at the Muller’s. Call 303-776-4649.
The Now of Storytelling- At 4:30 p.m. orMarch 14 in the Fireside Room with
Janelle Combelic. Part two of a three-part series. FellOWShip
Friday Night Movies—At 7 p.m. onMarch 19 at the Deckers’ home. Call Bill or
Marilyn at 303-774-9597 for more information.
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Please include these people in your daily prayers:

Jane Bush’s friendoseph Leahy, Amy DoyleErmentrauts’ friendéee andMaria,
Karyn Evans, AJ Fuentes, Pauline Hart, Peg Hawkins, Nadinklenry,

Angie Holdaway, BobandCarol Kraft, Janet andJerry Mahlman,

Ethel Marshall, Nick Meier, Laurie Moore’s motheAnita Seitz, Jackie Petersen,
Marge Rehwoldt, Rudy Salazar Lina Zavala’'s parentsir. andMrs. Santos,
Beulah Spencer, Helen Stroh, Leonard Utz, Will WebbandRobin Weir.

Happy Birthday to ...
Ruth Yost (92) on March 3Beulah Spence100) on March 13.

Beulah was raised in South Dakota. She married Owenc®r and they ran a dairy farm in
Longmont. Beulah also worked at J.C. Penney. She has veladt® the church office, for the
rummage sale, and at the tea table for the Christma®Haoor. She has a daughter, Donna,
lives in Virginia, and a son, Jack, who lives in Phoeniiz@a.

Beulah resides at the Beatrice Hover Care Center, 1380eSIDr, #407. A cake reception is Beulah Spencer
planned foriMarch 21 following the worship service and cards are appreciated.

Life has become lessons for me of how | learn and dealwtitt is presented to me each day. If it rains ompitr@Ec
the prayer becomes sanity to deal with it. If the phydiealing doesn’t occur, asking for the strength to walk béside
I’'m not sure what prayer is all about but | have come tatseea connection. Maybe prayer is a sort of spirtabéc-
tive consciousness. | know there is power in calling upon Sphdt is an experience | have felt personally.
-Bonnie Kueffne(2010 Lenten Devotional Booklet on “Prayef’
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Photo Directory photos have still not all come in. If yaoud/or your family still need a directory portrait takdrere's
still a chance to do so. Please cont&atina Doyle ASAP, at 303-941-6625, aoloradokarina@yahoo.com
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During March Easter Sunday flower orders in Honor or Mgnobia loved one will be taken in the
church office during office hours. Order forms also alzlé in Sunday bulletins.

& 3% 8: #%$ 9
Copies are available in the church office and online olaomual Lenten Devotional Booklet on “Prayer.”
http://www.ucclongmont.org/content/documents/L entenDevotional @ 0.

To send a request for prayers email the Prayer Minisatyerministry@ucclongmont.arg
1 7

If you are longing for time to think, pray, journal, or sisnplt you may use the Chapel on Sunday mornings at 9 g.m.

No leader—just a quiet time for reflection.

& 7
For Rick's sermons online see the church web site under Happ@nmonswww.ucclongmont.org/what/sermans
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Twenty-five children and 15 adults have been getting rea:ty
for the musical every Sunday morning learning music, damces,

Pre-schoolers—For 3-5 year olds. Telling the stories 0fheers, frog hopping, insect sound effects, solos arl line
Jesus and his friends leading up to and including the

Easter story.

Nursery—TFor children ages 3 and under.

Thanks to all the leaders, including our costume makers and
those contributing behind the scenes. We learned the story of
Grades K-3(Room 9) andi-7 (Room 10) in March: | the Hebrew slaves in Egypt.

"The Rest of the Story" The Hebrew slaves are freg! )
. . Join us orMarch 7 at 10:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary for the mu-
Now what? These classes will continue the story of

Moses and his people as they travel across the deseﬁlcal during the worship service which includes communign.

are cared for by God, receive the Ten Commandme lesus was celebrating Passover at his last supper,atsagng

and make their way to the Promised Land. the Exodus story at core of his heritage, and ours.

=
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Learning about the Passover will be part of these th Family Conversation Bookletsbased on "Moses" are avall

e . , ,
weeks before we celebrate the Seder on Maundy able outside Sara's offce doomﬂﬂﬂm

Thursday. July 6-10to the Western u WU./(M/ [/Z;;@@ ﬂzré/ ;ﬂ W f

4th - 7th graders will also be planning our Regional Rocky Mountain

annual Easter Egg Hunt! Conference (RMC) Youth Event Billings, Montana. It's
open to youth who will be entering the 7th grade in tHe f4l
of 2010 through graduating seniors of 2010. See Sara if

Youth Conversation Group (grades 8-12)
On March 21 will be visiting the Longmont Buddist

you're interested.

Temple orMarch 21, including an orientation session,
meditation and worship. Details will be available in
La Foref Gamps & Refreals

@MM% W@IS " MADD Camp (grades 9-12)June 27 - July 3
4 years olds—3rd Gradershave their own worship, |- Grandparent and Me Camguly 8-10
story, singing and craft time after the Children’s Tim¢-  Explorer (grades 4-6), Voyager Music (grades 6-8) an
during the 10:15 a.m. worship service. Contemplative Life (Adult) July 11-17.

Grades 4-7will return to worship services in the sanctu- Pioneer (grades 2-4), Explorer Music (grades 4-6) and
ary after theMarch 7 presentation of “Moses and the Voyager (grades 7-8)uly 18-24

174
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Freedom Fanatics.” May 15is early bird registration deadline at rmcucc.org.
Rocky Mountain Conference Spring Youth Retreats:

On Souper Bowl Sundafeb. 7, our youth joined Middle School (grades 6-8jarch 19-21

youth around the world in collecting money. Thanks High School (grades 9-1&®)ril 16-18

to theSnapping Turtles Sunday School class for

participating! We collected $278.36.
e Gorloo

The band meets on Sundays at 6 p.m. in the
s’"ove T"eSday - Thanks l, Chapel under the direction of Tony Porter.
We began the Lenten season with our traditional The Combo has been practicing in preparation

Shrove Tuesday gathering including a service of aghesfor the worship service adarch 7 to be a part of the

Thanks to all who helped out (pancake flippers and | M°SeS musical

necklace & mask makers) - and to Sara and Rick for | This group is open to youth and adults, and music experi
planning this special service. ence is not required. Call Tony at 303-772-7498.
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Mark your calendarsMarch 14 is the Sunday we collect funds for One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS). That is the refugee, relief and development furldeotJCC and it provides support for
more than eighty countries. (Yes, that includesihlafthis year’s theme is inspired by John 21: 15-
17 when Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me? ...Feed my sheep.”

Here are some thoughts for you to consider as you chooskaatabunt in response to Jesus’ call:
*One in four children in developing countries is underweidhultiply your dollar amount by each pound your
weight differs from the ideal.

Almost half of all people in developing countries suffemirdiseases caused by lack of clean water. Multiply your

dollar amount by the number of faucets in your home.

Worldwide, 11.4 million people have become refugees. Mulsiplyr dollar amount by each year you have lived in

your home.
Many poor villages lack electricity. We consume 22% bfred electricity in the world. Multiply your dollar
amount by the number of electrical appliances you enjoy.

Worldwide 100 million elementary school-aged children do nehdtschool. Multiply your dollar amount by the

number of years of formal education you have received.

You get the idea. We are truly blessed. Be generous. Méhaseem like a little, can make a huge differencken
lives of othersWe have also designated the month of March as “CerealhiVitor the O.U.R. Center. Please bring
boxes of cereal to fill the food pantry which, at presisntritically low. Many thanks, The Mission Board.

“Collateral Damage: Coming Out and Coping as Families’is a special free, lunchtime presentation sponsored b
PFLAG Boulder County, to be held at First Congregatidsnited Church of Christ, 1500 Ninth Avenue, Longmont
Wednesday, March 3at 12:15. The speaker will Iiev. Ermalou Roller, a United Methodist minister and Theolo-
gian-in-Residence at First United Methodist in Boulddre presentation is aimed at helping faith communities stip
families of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered peirsonping with the hurt that often results from anti-gety-
tudes in communities of faith. Clergy and lay folks of dourches are invited. For more information, or to RSVP,
contact First Congregational at 303-776-4940, or email PFLA&GIdReNt Jean Hodges BaninBldr@comcast.net

Empty Bowls Dinner —"Feeding the Hungry in our
Community - a Benefit for the OUR Center"
SaturdayMarch 20, from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at || Seder Service and Potluckipril 1 at 5:30 p.m.
Longmont High SchoolSee the OUR Center web site Easter BreakfastApril 4 at 8:30 a.m.

Volunteers Needed!

WWW.ourcenter.org/events See Sara Weatherman if you can help.

4 # ?1E
Attendance 2010 2009 Please buy Grocery Cards!
169 163 He!p support the church budgd
while you’re shopping at Safe-
Income Y-T-D Budget over/(under) way and King Soopers. Cards
Pledged 19,383 21,019 (1,636) are available after church on
Non-pledged 2,186 2,333 (147) Sundays and in the o
office. o
Add’l Budgeted 8,739 2,548 5,841 %
Grocery Cards 275 300 (25)

on
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Sunday Worship Schedule
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5+ ; Education Hour for all ages : 9:00 a.m.

lD ;*9 VEX( Worship Service and Children’s Worship: 10:15 a.m.

I Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m. Communion: First Sunday of eachhmont
69 /i Church Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (M—Th) 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Friday)

Senior Minister:
Reverend Rick King (rking@ucclongmont.org)
Assoc. Minister for CE & Youth:
Sara Weatherman(sweatherman@ucclongmont.org)
Business Manager:Denise Ermentraut (dermentraut@ucclongmont.org)
Administrative Assistant: Kathy Henry (khenry@ucclongmont.org)
Facilities Manager: Bill Ermentraut (bermentraut@ucclong.org)
Courier Editor: Marcia Silkensen (couriered@ucclongmont.org)
Choir Director : Chris Tate (ctate@ucclongmont.org)
Organist: Robert Tate rtate@ucclongmont.org)




March 7: Moses and the Freedom Fanatics Musical
March 21: Choir Cantata
March 28: Palm Sunday

7:00P Disciple

O

P

10:00A Staff
12:00P Study
7:00P Lect. Study

10:00A Staff
12:00P Study
7:00P Lect. Study

& ( %R 3 "RUVKL 3 ORVHV 6:OOPGameNight

3HUVR
Q 3 &KRLU 5HKHDUVDO

7UXVWH 3 &KRLU
OLVVLR

9:00 a.m. Education Hour

11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
6:00 p.m. Youth Combo Band

10:15 a.m. Worship and Children’s Worship

7:00P Disciple
4:30P Storytelling 3 &RQJ &|10:00A Staff 3 & KRLU |Courier Deadline
~:00P Disciple 12:00P Study
3 ORYL
o 12:00P Study
@U[f @@m@@@ 7:00P Lect. Study 3-:( 3 &KRLU
7:00P Disciple 3 /D\ &OH
ﬂ @ @1]’ 10:00A Staff 5:30P Seder
@ ﬁfﬂ] Uﬂ@ Qy 12:00P Study Service and
7:00P Lect. Study Potluck
7:00P Disciple
Looking Ahead:
Sunday Schedule:

April 1: Seder Service & Potluck at 5:30 p.m.

April 4: Easter Sunday Service & Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.
April 11—Biloxi Sunday

April 18—Integrity of Creation Sunday

April 25—Annual Meeting




Worship: 10:15 a.m.

Education Hour for all: 9 a.nj.

Fellowship Time: 11:30 a.m

United Church of Christ
1500 9th Avenue
Longmont, Colorado
80501

(303) 776-4940 Phone
(303) 776-2738 Fax
Email:
firstcon@ucclongmont.org
Website:
www.ucclongmont.org
Office Hours:
9am. - 4p.m. (M -Th)
9am. - 1p.m. (Friday)

Adult Ed Coordinator
Cassandra Schnarr
Altar Guild

(Communion/Decorations)
Laurie Flanders

Art Gallery
Kathy Reilly
Audio / Visual
Bill Decker
Biloxi Team Coordinator
John Rostykus

Born to Read
Dede Alspaugh

Boundaries /

Risk Reduction
Jennifer Bircher

Budget Planning Com
Open
Building Use / Calendar
Church Office
Bulletin Board
Julie Nosek
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Christian Education
Marcia Silkensen

Congregational Care
Linda Tate

Growth
Jennifer Bircher

Missions
David & Karen Jaeger

Peace Justice & Whole

Earth (PJWE)
Marilyn Decker

Personnel
Teddy Hampton

Trustees
Charles Kamenides

Worship

Ken Voss

Coffee Fellowship

Jennife

Dinner with Friends
Open
Funeral Receptions
Jim & Joanne Bell

9 7 nn
Moderator Sr. Pastor
Steve Henderson Rick King
Mod | Assoc Pastor
(0] erator-e ect CE/Youth
Edwina Salazar Sara Weatherman
Financial Secretary Admin. Assistant
Juanita Hall Kathy Henry

Business Manager

Nominating Committee _
Denise Ermentraut

Open
Director of Music
Chris Tate
Facilities Manager
Bill Ermentraut
Publications Publisher
Marcia Silkensen

Recording Clerk
Suzanne Cifelli

Treasurer
John Rostykus

Historian
Kristen Kinard Nursery Attendant
Mary Sitareh
Organist
Rob Tate

Youth Ministry
Tony Porter
Web Site

Marcia Silkensen

Nursery Coordinator

r Bircher Heather Hawkins

Planned Giving
Open

Prayer Ministry
Teresa Mapp

Home Tour Open & Affirming

Dede Alspaugh R J Porter
Amy Dc_>yle Stewardship
Judy Miller Marian Parsons

Kitchen Coordinator
Claire Sandford

Tuesday Lunch Bunch

Julie Nosek
Library Ushers
Julie Nosek Angie Holdaway
Landscaping Phil Ingersol
Gary Kinzie Wedding Coordinator
Liturgist Coordinator Open
Judy Miller Welcomers
Marketing / Advertizing Erin Angel
Jennifer Bircher Youth Band

Tony Porter
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